MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 25, 2008

Mayor Hoogland called the meeting to order 7:00 PM.  Present were Council members Milt Patterson, Mike Morgan, Dale Lisher, Jeremy Alexander, City Clerk Barbara Brady and Public Works Director Steve Howerton.    Guests present were Pool Committee member George Brocke, Fire Chief Val Norris and resident Cynthia Nye.

The floor was opened to George Brocke.  George updated the council on 2 minor changes to the pool operation agreement with Juliaetta, Kendrick and the Rec District.  After some discussion he asked the council to approve the Mayor’s signature on the agreement.  Milt moved and Jeremy seconded to have Jim sign the amended agreement.  All were in favor.

George also updated the council on the donations received for the pool project.  He stated that the donation total has increased from approximately $45,000 to $83,000 in the past two weeks.

George noted that the old filter and piping equipment has been removed from the pool area to make room for new concrete work which will be done this weekend.  George also noted that with additional donations there has been some discussion about possible purchase of solar equipment to heat the pool.
The floor was opened to Fire Chief, Val Norris.  Val noted that the fire department may be able to pump out the water from the pool for repairs.  Val noted that the fire department is currently going through essentials training for its members.  Val presented several fire department receipts for reimbursement for the council’s approval.   These included tuition for a flagging class and to the Clearwater Fire Training Academy.  Also receipts for purchase of equipment.
Val also updated the council on other items the fire department has been working on including maintenance on the trucks.

The minutes were reviewed.  Mike moved and Milt seconded to approve the minutes as amended.  All were in favor.

Disbursements were reviewed.  Mike moved and Milt seconded to approve the disbursements including the fire department reimbursements presented by Val.  All were in favor.

Correspondence was reviewed.  The request by Anna Bruce for the bike-a-thon was discussed.  She would like to use the City Hall office for the restrooms and counting the collections.  The council approved her request. 
Jim discussed a letter from LHTAC denying the City’s grant application because of missing information.  Jim will contact JP Stravens to discuss reapplying next year with the correct information.
Jim informed the council that the pool committee will be pursuing the grant from the Inland NW Foundation and the City will be the administrator of the funds if the grant is received.

MAINTENANCE: Steve reported on the progress of the sewer lines for the RV Park and the CXT bathroom.  DEQ has become involved and is requiring the plans be engineered.  Steve has Progressive Engineering working on them. DEQ is also requiring 2 manholes be installed.  The CXT building will not be delivered until April 15th.
Steve reported that he and Jim had met with JUB to discuss the water project.  The timeline for the project was discussed.

Mike asked about the time frame on the installation of the playground equipment.  Steve reported that it will be a priority as time allows after the water project priorities are handled.   Mike also asked about the possibility of installing swings in the park if further donations are received.  Steve reported that he would take a look at possible areas that they could be installed and report back to the council.
Steve reported the H2O has been pumping the new well and is currently taking samples.

Steve noted that he will be taking vacation from March 10th through March 14th.

CITY TREASURER’S REPORT:  Barbara presented the Council with January reports.  She also noted that she will be taking a day of vacation on March 3rd.
URBAN FORESTRY: There was a discussion about trimming of a tree on Dan Brown’s property.  Milt will discuss hiring a tree trimmer with the tree committee.
PARKS & REC: Dale reported that he made a trip to Potlatch to look at their pool.  He met with the maintenance department to ask questions on their operation procedures.  There was some discussion on the hiring of pool personnel for the upcoming season.

Ordinance 717 amending vicious dog ordinance 707 was reviewed.  Milt moved and Dale seconded to adopt this ordinance under suspension of rules.  A role count vote was taken Dale aye, Jeremy aye, Milt aye and Mike aye.

Sewer rates were discussed.  Jim provided the council with a worksheet of expenditures vs. revenue.  Jim feels the sewer rates need to be increased in order to bring them in line with our expenses.  After a lengthy discussion the council determined to increase the sewer rates .80 cents which would be below the 5% maximum allowed without a public hearing.  Dale moved to increase the sewer rates by $.80 beginning April 1st and Mike seconded it.  All were in favor.  The number of equivalent users will be looked at after the high school completes an addition to the school and sewer rates may increase again at that time.
Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 PM.  All were in favor.
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