 MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

March 24, 2008

Mayor Hoogland called the meeting to order 7:00 PM.  Present were Council members Mike Morgan, Dale Lisher, Jeremy Alexander, Public Works Director Steve Howerton and City Clerk Barbara Brady. Council Member Milt Patterson was not present.    Guests present were Skeeter Lynch of Project Access and Cynthia Nye.

The floor was opened to Skeeter Lynch who presented the council with information on the Project Access Gatekeeper program.  This is a program to refer elders in need of help.  She left information on the program with each council member.

The minutes from the March 10th meeting were reviewed.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

The disbursements were reviewed.  Jeremy moved and Dale seconded to pay the bills.  All were in favor.

Correspondence was reviewed.  No action was necessary.

MAINTENANCE REPORT: Steve reported that he is busy with the installation of the sewer and water pipes for the restrooms near the depot.  The restroom building will be delivered on April 15th.  He will hold off on the RV sites until the notification of approval for the grant funds.  Steve will order a leaf dumpster for resident’s use.

CLERK TREASURER: Barbara presented the council with financial information for February.  She also asked the council to set the date for the budget hearing for FY 2009.  The date was set for August 25, 2008.

URBAN FORESTRY: The minutes from the March 11th meeting were presented.

PLANNING & ZONING: Mike presented recommendations from the committee on changes to Ordinance 684 to bring it up to date.  Barbara will prepare an amending Ordinance and present it for the Council’s approval.  The committee had election of officers.  There were no changes.  Cynthia Nye, President, Della Patterson, Treasurer and Fran Lisher, Secretary.

There was some discussion of the council requesting notification of building permits issued by the City.

POOL: Dale informed the council of the progress of the pool renovations.  There was a discussion of the pool salaries for this season.  Dale requested information on the previous season’s salaries.  Dale also noted that the grant request by the pool committee was rescinded and will be applied for next season.  Employment ads have been published and we have received a number of inquiries and applications.
FIRE DEPARTMENT: Jeremy reported that the department is still in the process of essentials training.  He asked Steve if he could clear some area by the fire hall to provide parking for the fire tender.  Steve will look into this after he finishes the water and sewer pipes for the restroom.

SWAC:  The next meeting with be in June.  Jim reported that on May 31st Latah Sanitation will be open for disposal of old tires.  Jim reported that the product price index costs will be down this year but will increase next year due to fuel price increases.  Jim also reported that there was a lengthy discussion by those attending that it is a wide spread problem in the out lying communities that the County Sheriff will not ticket abandoned cars in those communities.  It was suggested that the communities get together and request a meeting with the county commissioners and the Latah sheriff to see if this problem can be resolved.

WATER PROJECT: Jim reported that he had spoken to Steve James at JUB Engineering about the progress of the project.  JUB has not been meeting the scheduled deadlines.  JUB will be assigning another engineer to the project to relieve Cory and to bring the project back onto schedule.

There was a discussion on the current funds in the Pool checking account and how these funds were to be handled.  This account will be used for the management of the pool this season and it was determined that the funds currently in the account should be transferred and used for the parks.  The purchase and installation of a swing set will be looked into by Mike Morgan. 

Jim brought up the sewer rates and presented the council with information on nearby cities rates for the schools in their jurisdiction.  The council agreed that the school’s rates should be adjusted and authorized Jim to meet with the school board to discuss this issue.

A Fair Housing Proclamation for 2008 was reviewed.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to authorize the Mayor to sign the proclamation.  All were in favor.

Dale asked for clarification on the published Treasurer’s report for 1st qtr.  This was discussed at length.

Dale moved and Jeremy seconded to move to executive session to discuss an employee issue at 8:28 PM.  All were in favor.

Jeremy moved and Dale seconded to move to regular session and adjourn at 9:00 PM.  All were in favor.
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