MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

May 12, 2008

Mayor Hoogland called the meeting to order 7:00 PM.  Present were Council members Mike Morgan, Dale Lisher, Jeremy Alexander, Milt Patterson, Public Works Director Steve Howerton and City Clerk Barbara Brady.  Guests present were Paul and Pat Rush, Jerry Bruce, Cynthia Nye, Keith Wilson of the Latah Sheriff’s office, Cory Baune and Jonathan Netzloff of JUB Engineers and resident Becky Tefft.
The floor was opened to Keith Wilson.  Keith introduced himself to the council and announced that he is running for Latah County Sheriff in November.  Keith passed out informational brochures and addressed questions from the Council.

The floor was opened to Becky Tefft.  Becky is concerned about the operation of a rock crushing business near her residence.  This business is in a residential area and is compromising the stability of the road to her residence.  The council took this under advisement.  At a later discussion the Council determined this business is in violation of the City’s planning and zoning ordinance by operating a business in a residential zoned area.  The City will send a letter to the operator and ask him to discontinue operation and apply for a special use permit with the planning and zoning commission.
The floor was opened to Paul Rush.  Paul presented the council with a counter proposal for his agreement with the City in the development of roads to his sub-division near the City’s new water tank site. This proposal would grant the City an easement across his road for access to the water tank site after construction, but not for the construction of the site. There was a lengthy discussion and the Council voiced their continued concern that the fire flow issues are not being addressed.  Paul asked if there was a possibility of receiving a waiver on this issue.  The Council stated that any waiver would need to come from the state Fire Marshal and not the City.  
The Council talked at length with City Engineer, Cory Baune.  Cory stated that the easement was not an important issue as the City would have to construct a road to the tank site if this project was not happening anyway.   The Council took this matter under advisement and will discuss at a special meeting yet to be scheduled.

Cory gave the Council an update on the well project to date.

The minutes for the April 28, 2008 meeting were reviewed.  Mike moved and Milt seconded to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

The disbursements were reviewed.  Dale moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the disbursements including the JUB contract invoice.  All were in favor.

Correspondence was reviewed.  Jim stated that he checked with Breanna Steigers concerning painting the signs to the entrances of town.  She does not have time to do it this year.
Jim presented the Council with a proposal for codifying our ordinances.  The council will review the proposal and discuss it at the next meeting.

Jim asked the Council to review a nuisance ordinance from the City of Fruitland.

MAINTENANCE: Steve reported that the State was in town and helped clean the streets.  Steve will do additional cleaning later in the season.

Steve has been busy working on the pool renovation.  The fire department does not have time to burn the shed across from City Hall.  Steve will put this on his list of items to take care of.
Steve discussed complaints received of vehicles parked in the alley on City right of way near Tim True’s property.  Steve stated that the City’s access to the sewer lines is blocked and fire department access is compromised.   The Council asked Steve to talk to the resident and send him a letter. 

The RV Park grant application was discussed.  The determination results should be received on Wednesday, May 14th.  

CLERK TREASURER REPORT: Barbara presented the Council with April financial statements.  Barbara reported that Cynthia Nye has been hired to fill in as deputy clerk.  Cynthia has been in two afternoons to familiarize herself with the City’s process.  She will be available as needed.
PARKS & RECS: Jeremy reported that work on the pool continues.  They are nearly finished with the pumps installation.  Sandblasting of the pool floor will be done next.  Progress will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Mike noted that the pea gravel has been installed in the new swing area in the park.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Jeremy reported that the department is continuing with personnel training.

Ordinance 718 which appeals ordinance 684 and adopts planning & zoning regulations was reviewed.  Mike moved and Dale seconded to adopt ordinance 718 under suspension of rules.  All were in favor.
Jim discussed information received from The Idaho Community Foundation for grants available.  He asked for suggestions of areas the City could use one of these grants.  It was suggested for pool passes for under privileged children in the area.  Barbara will look into this.

Jim noted that he is pursuing refinancing of our existing water/sewer bonds.  The information is being reviewed by the bond financing company.

The next council meeting will be June 9th.  The May 26th meeting falls on a holiday and will be cancelled.

Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM.  All were in favor.
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