MINUTES

PUBLIC HEARING

AND

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

August 25, 2008

The public hearing for the FY 2009 budget was opened at 7:00 PM by acting mayor Mike Morgan.  Present were Council members Dale Lisher, Jeremy Alexander, Milt Patterson, Public Works Director Steve Howerton and City Clerk Barbara Brady.  Guests present were Cynthia Nye, Dave and Amy Perry, Dawn and Frank Heath, Joyce Brocke, Rose and Val Norris, Judy White of White Insurance Agency and Betty Arnett.
The floor was opened to the guests for comments and questions on the FY 2009 budget.  There were several questions concerning payroll expense, the RV park construction and the lagoon expenses.  After lengthy discussion Milt moved and Jeremy seconded to close the public hearing at 8:45 PM.

The appropriations ordinance #720 for FY 2009 was reviewed.  Milt moved and Dale seconded to approve the ordinance under suspension of rules.  A role call vote was taken; Milt yes, Dale yes and Jeremy yes.

The floor was opened to Judy White of White insurance agency.  Judy presented the council with the quotes for employee insurance premiums for the new year.  The rates will be increasing 21%.  This is basically due to the ages of the 2 employees.  She offered suggestions for reducing expenses and the council will take this under advisement.  Judy will attend the next meeting for a final determination.

The floor was opened to Joyce Brocke who voiced concerns over the resignation of Mayor Hoogland.  Joyce also stated that she wanted more communication from City Hall to the community.

The minutes from the August 11th meeting were reviewed.  Milt moved and Dale seconded to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Disbursements were reviewed.  Jeremy moved and Milt seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.

MAINTENANCE:  Steve reported that Wayne Smith Aquatics is working on the cover for the pool. 

Steve met with the City engineers about the reservoir construction.  Amy Uptmor will be doing the overseeing of the project.

Steve has been busy working on the RV park site.  The manhole is almost done.  Orrin has gone back to school so Steve is working alone on the project.  The council suggested that the City should consider hiring another part time person.

Steve reported that he met with the contractors working on the High School project and they had the city’s water line mapped incorrectly and nearly dug into the line.  He was able to correct their information.

S&L Underground has started on the water tank construction.

Steve has not heard from the engineer we consulted on the lagoon violations.  Steve will contact him and it may be necessary to find another engineer if he does not have time for this project.

CLERK TREASURER’S REPORT:  Barbara presented the council with July financial reports.  New signature cards for the bank accounts were tabled until the next meeting.

Barbara requested approval to close the Depot checking account.  This project is now completed and the account will be inactive.  Milt moved and Dale seconded to approve the closure of this account.  All were in favor.

PARKS & RECS:  Dale reported that the pool had 1680 people using the pool in the first 18 days it was opened.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Fire Chief, Val Norris reported that the department has done a water flow test at the Rush proposed development site.  The test indicated inadequate water flow to meet fire codes and he would not be able to sign off on the fire protection for that area without a booster pump.
Val also reported that he had commissioned the fire alarm at the high school prior to school opening last week.

SWAC:  the next meeting will be held in September.  The August meeting was canceled.

NEW BUSINESS:  The resignation of Mayor Hoogland was discussed.  Jeremy moved and Milt seconded to accept his resignation.  All were in favor.

The vacancy of the Mayor position was discussed.  Milt moved and Jeremy seconded to appoint Dale Lisher to the open position.  A role call vote was taken, Jeremy yes, Milt yes, Dale yes.  Dale accepted the position.  He will be sworn in at the next meeting.

Considerations for the newly opened council position were reviewed.  Mike suggested Anna Bruce.  Amy Perry was also suggested but she declined the position.  This discussion was tabled and will be brought up at the next meeting.

City Hall hours were reviewed.  Dale moved and Milt seconded to change the hours to 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  All were in favor.  City Hall hours will be reviewed at the end of the construction of the water tank.

The safe deposit box the City has at Wells Fargo bank was discussed.  Barbara indicated that the box is not being utilized and suggested that the City dispense of the rental of the box.  Milt moved and Dale seconded to stop the rental of the box.  All were in favor.
The City Attorney contract was reviewed.  The attorney has presented 3 different contracts with sliding fee schedules to the City.  In reviewing the rates and the annual usage the Council decided that the contract using the Attorney as an employee would be the most cost efficient contract.  Jeremy moved and Dale seconded to sign the contract using the Attorney as an employee.  All were in favor.
The refinance of the 1996 water bond was discussed.  Barbara presented information from the bonding company.  The loan on Stanton Springs is due to be paid off in November.  The bonding company would like this to be done before the refinance of the 1996 bond.  Additionally, the finance company stated that a reserve for the 1995 bond has never been done.  This amount is $11,800 and is part of the requirement of this bond.  This reserve needs to be met before the refinance of the 1996 bond can be done.  Dale moved and Milt seconded to make the payment for the Stanton Springs loan now and to fund the required reserve for the 1995 bond.  All were in favor.

Dale moved and Milt seconded to amend the agenda to include a discussion on the sewer rates.  All were in favor.  After a lengthy discussion this issue was tabled until the next meeting.  All were in favor.

Milt moved and Jeremy seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 PM.  All were in favor.
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