MINUTES

PUBLIC HEARING

AND 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

December 22, 2008

Mayor Dale Lisher opened the public hearing for the block grant requirement for the water tank project at 7:00 PM.  Present were Council members Donna Corkill, Jeremy Alexander, Milt Patterson, Mike Morgan, Public Works Director Steve Howerton, Maintenance helper Jim Fey and City Clerk Barbara Brady.  

Guests present were Amy Uptmor of JUB Engineering, Walter Steed of Steed and Associates, Carol Haynes, Rose Norris, Val Norris,  Sharon Harris, Chris Kowrach, Jana Townsend, Frank Heath, Bob Hassoldt, Cynthia Nye, Joyce Brocke, Frank Dammarell, Jean Wadford, Mary Lee, Beth Cannon, Lee Cannon, Marilyn Eichner, Margaret Treu and Roger Courtright.

The floor was opened to Walter Steed who gave an explanation of the water project and the bond process for the project.  The floor was then opened to Amy Uptmor who gave a progress report on the project and then explained a budget update.  Amy explained that we have $11,000 left in the grant funds and that in a reconciliation of the payments to date it was discovered that $25,000 of engineering expenses were paid by the city from city funds in error.  Amy explained to the council that this error can be handled in two ways.  First, the city can ask Rural Development for a refund of this overpayment or second, we can use these funds to have S&L do other water related projects.
After a discussion Jeremy moved and Milt seconded to request a refund from Rural Development.  All were in favor.

Amy further asked the council to decide what options they want to use for the remaining $11,000 in the grant funds.  She outlined several projects that included abandoning the existing concrete reservoir for $8500 and the site protection at the tank for $3500.  Milt moved and Donna seconded to proceed with these two projects using the remaining grant funds.  All were in favor.
Milt moved and Mike seconded to close the public hearing and open the regular meeting at 7:35 PM.  All were in favor.

The floor was opened to the public to discuss the depot.  Carol Haynes was spokesperson for the depot preservation committee.  Mayor Lisher pointed out to the group that he received a phone call from contractor Doug Silflow to present the group with an estimate of $50,000 to $60,000 for the foundation work.  Carol stated that the group is not yet ready to accept estimates and are still doing the preliminary work on the project.  
Carol presented information from the original architectural report done for the grant application and stated the committee’s interpretation on the condition of the structure.  Carol stated the committee believes the original cost estimated in the architectural report can be reduced.

The floor was opened to Chris Kowrach who informed the council that a depot preservation committee has been formed that includes Carol Haynes, Chris Kowrach, Jana Townsend and Sharon Harris.  This committee has been formed using the techniques learned during the Horizons Program.  Chris stated that the letters and emails that she has acquired from City Hall shows that 72% asked to keep the depot, 27% were willing to give time to the restoration and 3% materials.  Chris also presented a hand out that she asked to be included in the minutes and is hereby attached to these minutes.

Jana presented the council with a 6 month plan of action that included the committee’s goals and historical research, building inspections, repair estimated and funding sources.

Sharon Harris presented information on the monetary investments to date on the restoration of the depot along with a slide presentation of the history of the depot and what the groups anticipated restoration would look like.  Sharon also stated that the group is working on getting a tax exempt status that would be necessary for grant applications.

All of the presenters asked the council for a 6 month extension on any decisions for the depot to allow them to complete the study as they have outlined.

The floor was opened to Joyce Brocke who stated that the depot was not donated by George Brocke as the committee has stated but instead was donated by the company Brocke and Sons.   She feels the building should be sold or donated to private party or a committee and should not be a city building.
Milt informed the attendees and the council that he had contacted the City Attorney about the possible sale of the property and the attorney informed him that the city could sell this property but it would need to declared surplus property and go out to bid. All Idaho regulations would need to be followed for surplus property.

Several other residents voiced opinions both pro and con on the depot restoration.

Milt moved to give the committee the 6 months they have requested.  This motion did not receive a second.  Milt rescinded his motion and moved to give the committee until the end of April to proceed with the project and report back to the council.  Donna seconded this motion.  There was further discussion and a vote was called.  The vote was Milt yes, Donna yes, Mike no and Jeremy no.  Mayor Lisher broke the tie with a no vote.
After further discussion Milt moved to have the committee report back to the council on their progress in 30 days.  Donna seconded this motion and all were in favor.
The minutes from the December 8th meeting were reviewed.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Disbursements were reviewed.  Milt moved and Mike seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.

The new code book from Sterling codifiers was discussed.  The code book needs to be reviewed and approved.  It was determined that each council member would review the book and mark the changes necessary and pass it on to the next member.  Donna took the book to review it first.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT: Steve reported that he had a phone conference with the EPA along with Terry Nab of Progressive Engineering.  Steve felt that the EPA has responded with some flexibility.  Terry Nab will be addressing the issues with a complete review of what we hope to do including costs by January 10th.

CLERK TREASURER: Barbara presented the council with November financial reports.

URBAN FORESTRY: Milt discussed the committees request to replace a tree removed from schoolhouse hill.  This location still has a large stump and Steve noted that the stump removal would not be feasible due to the retaining wall next to it would be damaged.  Milt will report back to the committee.

There was a discussion about updating the tree inventory.

PARKS AND RECS: Dale stated that the new pool cover seems to holding up well under the snow accumulation.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Val reported the Kendrick High School has received a temporary occupancy permit until the spaces under the bleachers are filled with rock and heat protectors.  After this is done a permanent occupancy permit will be issued.

There was a discussion of a payment received from a call the department received from Idaho Dept of Transportation.  Barbara was unclear on how to handle this money through the City’s bank account as determined in a previous council meeting.  It was determined that it would be better if the department deposited these funds in the departments separate account and made payments to the City to offset any budget lines they want to reduce.

Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to refund the department for the check deposited into the city’s account.   All were in favor.

The new city shop was discussed.  Mayor Lisher reported that resident Chantell Hoisington was concerned about possible water damage to her residence if the city shop was built on the property across from City hall. 

Milt moved and Donna seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:05PM.  All were in favor. 
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