MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

February 23, 2009

Mayor Dale Lisher opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.  Present were Council members Donna Corkill, Jeremy Alexander, Mike Morgan, Public Works Director Steve Howerton, Maintenance helper Jim Fey and City Clerk Barbara Brady.  

Guests present were Will Herrington-City attorney, Chris Kowrack, Ken Wade, Frank Dammarell, Frank Heath, Pete Ware, Roger Courtright, Cpl Mike Nelson – Latah County Sheriff’s department, Milt Patterson, Bob Hassholdt, Andrea Masom, Val and Rose Norris, Jim Martin, Carol Haynes, Sharon Harris, Jean Wadford, Beth and Lee Cannon, Carolyn Bartlett, Lynda Brocke, Della Patterson, Joyce Brocke, Bob Ouderkerken and Erin Rudd Vista volunteer.

The floor was opened to Erin Rudd a Vista volunteer with the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare who presented information to the council and guests on her work on local assessments of early childhood care to be used in the development of a technical assistance plan for cities and counties in regards to childcare.  She presented a survey to the group that will be used to establish a county wide assessment showing the strengths and challenges for young children and families within the area.

The floor was opened to Joyce Brocke who had questions regarding motorized wheel chairs on the bike path.  It was determined that wheel chairs are not considered vehicles and are allowed on the bike path.

The opening of the bids for the sale of the depot building was next on the agenda.  The city received one bid and it was opened by city clerk, Barbara Brady.  The bid was from Timberworks, Inc in the amount of $50.  The mayor asked for comments from the guests.

Sharon Harris representing the Juliaetta-Kendrick Heritage Foundation read a letter addressed to the council offering to purchase the depot building for $5000 and asked the City to lease the land the building sits on for $1 a year for 50 years.  They also asked the City to provide historical designation for the building.  There was a lengthy discussion from the guests on both sides of the issue.  Dale asked the City attorney, Will Herrington for information on leasing the building.  Will stated he did not recommend a 50 year lease.

Resident Bob Ouderkerken stated that if after 3 years if the restoration had not progressed to an agreed upon condition he would purchase the building himself for $10,000.
After further discussions Will stated that the council had three options to consider at this time:

1.  To accept the bid to sell the depot building

2.  To reject the bid

3.  To table the matter to a later date to consider the purchase and lease offer from the JK Heritage Foundation
Donna moved and Mike seconded to table the bid received from Timberworks as well as the purchase and lease agreement from the Heritage Foundation until the next council meeting.  All were in favor.

The minutes from the February 9th meeting were reviewed.  Jeremy moved and Mike seconded to accept the minutes with 2 minor amendments.  All were in favor.

Disbursements were reviewed.  Barbara stated that 3 invoices from STRATA on the well project needed to be added to the disbursement list.  The invoices were reviewed by the council.  A disbursement to city attorney Will Herrington was discussed.  There was a charge for a citizen calling the attorney directly and the council agreed to pay the bill but would not pay for any items in the future that are not initiated from city personnel. Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to pay the bills including the invoices from STRATA.  All were in favor.

Correspondence was discussed.  Dale brought up having a city wide clean up day sometime in April.  This was discussed by the council.

Dale also brought up the city sewer rates and wanted the council to prepare to consider an increase in the rates for the next budget year.  This is in preparation for a probable lagoon upgrade requirement from EPA.

MAINTENANCE: Steve reported that he has done sampling from the lagoon for testing with the Enviro Lagoon product.  He is monitoring the samples.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT:  Barbara sent the January financial information to the council and asked if there were any questions.  There were none.  Rose Norris asked the council how far back historically the KJCDA should include minutes on the web site.  It was determined that 2 years would suffice.

PLANNING & ZONING: Mike reported that the next meeting would be April 20th.  There was a question about amending the current P&Z ordinance to include street frontage on lots within the city limits.  Barbara will forward the current ordinance to Mike and he will let Barbara know what area of the ordinance needs to be amended.

PARKS & RECS: Dale noted that a spare pump for the pool has been ordered.  This will be paid for by the pool committee.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Dale asked Fire Chief, Val Norris about the white water truck parked across from city hall and Val stated that it would be removed soon.  Val noted that the department wants to purchase a digital clock for the fire garage and asked if Barbara could order it on line for them.  The council agreed.

SWAC:  Dale attended a committee meeting last week.  Dale noted that the Lions club is still working on the recycle trailer.  There is a question about Moscow sanitation accepting the bin so there is still some questions that need to be addressed on this issue.

Dale reported that the RV Park site has had its first customer.  The electrical is still not installed but Steve was able to hook up to the depot building temporarily.

The code book has been passed on to Mike.  He will review it and hand it back to Barbara for a final review before sending back to the codifiers.

NEW BUSINESS: Dale discussed the purchase of an ATV for the tree committee and city use.  The matter was discussed and Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the purchase of the ATV contingent on the tree committee contributing $2000 towards the purchase.  All were in favor.

The final JUB invoice for the well project was reviewed.  This invoice replaces the December and January invoices which were over the project budget.  Donna moved and Mike seconded to approve this invoice.  All were in favor.  It will be sent to Rural Development for review.

Well house change order #2 was reviewed.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to approve Dale’s signature on the change order.  All were in favor.

The final request from Walter Steed for the CDBC grant was reviewed.   Jeremy moved and Mike seconded to approve Dale’s signature on the grant fund request.  All were in favor.

The bond closing documents from the bond attorney were reviewed.  Mike moved and Donna seconded to approve Dale and Barbara’s signature on the bond documents.  All were in favor.

Jeremy moved and Donna seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM.  All were in favor. 
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