MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

March 23, 2009

Mayor Dale Lisher opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.  Present were Council members Donna Corkill, Jeremy Alexander, Mike Morgan, Public Works Director Steve Howerton, Maintenance helper Jim Fey and City Clerk Barbara Brady. 

Guests present were Frank Dammarell, Walter Steed, Joyce Brocke, Andy Tweit, Mike Curley, Jim Fey, Della Patterson, Carol Haynes, Scott Thurston, Mike Thurston, Frank Heath and Cynthia Nye. 

Dale amended the agenda to allow Joyce Brocke to speak on the subject of the City’s water bills.

Dale discussed the open council member position and having received only one application for the position from Andrew Tweit, Dale asked the council to approve the appointment of Andrew to the open position.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the appointment.  All were in favor.  Dale then swore in Andrew as the new council member.

The floor was opened to Walter Steed.  Walter stated that the well project has been completed and his work is finished as the administrator of the project.  All items required by Rural Development have been completed.  Walter then presented the city with a new flag for city hall.  Frank Dammarrel then led the city in the pledge of allegiance.
The floor was opened to Joyce Brocke who spoke on the city’s water rates.  Joyce feels the city should provide assistance to seniors and low income residents.
The minutes from the March 9th meeting were read by Barbara.  There were two minor amendments and Jeremy moved and Mike seconded to approve the minutes as amended.  All were in favor.

Disbursements were reviewed.  Barbara pointed out to the council that the interim loan payment for the well project was included in the disbursements.  There is a $20,000 difference in the interest due and the interest accrued on the loan amount.  Barbara is in contact with the city auditor on how to handle the difference.  Mike moved and Donna seconded to pay the disbursements.  All were in favor.

Correspondence and announcements were reviewed.  Dale noted a letter from the Kendrick School District was received inviting the City to attend their next school board meeting to discuss the changes in the street grade from their school expansion with the school’s engineers.  Dale and Steve will be attending.
MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT: Steve noted that the power has been completed to the RV sites.  Steve is working on the signage for the park.  There was a lengthy discussion on the dog waste along the trail.  Steve will be looking into purchasing dog waste bags to provide along the trail.

Steve noted that ITD will be coming within the next couple of weeks to sweep along Main Street.  The question was asked about clean up in the park and Steve stated that it was on his list on items and they will get to it as soon as possible.

URBAN FORESTRY: Dale appointed Donna as the representative for this committee.

PLANNING AND ZONING: Mike reported that the committee is seeking a new member and has interest shown from Peggy Bateman.  He will follow up on this at the next meeting.

PARKS AND RECS: Dale appointed Andy as the representative for this committee.  Dale also stated that he will be contacting Dale Taylor for the handicap accessibility upgrades for the pool restrooms.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Jeremy noted that Val and Rose will be having background checks done for their first responder classes.
SWAC: Dale is still working on the recycling issue.  There was a discussion on the costs of recycling.

RV PARK: The project is ongoing.  Dale stated that the garden club will be working on the landscaping.

NEW BUSINESS: The 2009 budget hearing date was discussed.  Jeremy moved and Andy seconded to set the hearing date for August 24, 2009.  All were in favor.

The tree committee has asked the city to proclaim April 25th as Arbor Day.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to proclaim April 25th as Arbor Day.  All were in favor.

Having no other business Dale asked the guests if anyone wanted to speak and hearing no requests Mike moved and Andy seconded to adjourn to executive session for legal issues at 8:10 PM.   All were in favor. The guests were asked to leave.  At this point Scott Thurston said he had something to say and proceeded to address the council and mayor about the depot restoration.  He became very heated and continued in a very agitated manner.  The mayor informed him that the meeting was in executive session and he needed to leave. He continued and Barbara was instructed to call 911.  After several minutes he then left.
The executive session then proceeded.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to resume the general session and adjourn at 8:35 PM.
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