MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

June 8, 2009

Mayor Dale Lisher opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Present were Council members Jeremy Alexander, Donna Corkill, Mike Morgan, and Andrew Tweit; Public Works Director Steve Howerton; and City clerk Barbara Brady.

Guests present were Cynthia Nye, Carol Haynes, Joyce Brocke, Norma Abrams, Richard Abrams, Mark Williams, Sharon Harris, Frank Heath, Jim Fey, Thad Davis, Roger Courtright, Dale Alexander and Susan Alexander.

The Mayor led in the pledge of allegiance.

The minutes from the May 11, 2009 meeting were read by the city clerk.  Jeremy moved and Andy seconded to approve the minutes as amended.  All were in favor.

Disbursements were reviewed.  Mike moved and Donna seconded to pay the disbursements.  All were in favor.

Correspondence was reviewed.  A letter from Joyce Brocke concerning discounting the fees on cemetery plots for veterans was discussed.  The council asked Barbara to survey surrounding cities and report back next meeting.  Dale reported a letter from FEMA scheduling a meeting on grants in Lewiston on June 23rd for anyone interested.
MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT: Steve reported that DEQ completed their survey of the wastewater system.  Steve will provide the council with the letter outlining the results next meeting.  It was a very positive survey.

Steve reported that the herbicide has been added to the lagoons.  The second treatment will be added next Wednesday.

The pool has been cleaned.  The paint on the floor is in bad shape but Brocke & Sons is working on fixing the problem.  The tentative opening date is set for June 13th. 

CLERK TREASURER REPORT: Barbara provided the April financial statements.  May’s will be available at the next meeting.

URBAN FORESTRY: Donna attended a meeting this month.  She requested a balance from the current grant.  Barbara will provide the information.  Donna requested that Steve look into starting up the sprinkler system in Wallace Park.

PARKS & RECS: Andy reported that the pool will open on June 13th and noted the costs for the season.  They will remain the same as last year.  Frank Heath asked if a season pass could be purchased for 4H members.  This can be discussed with the pool manager.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Jeremy reported that the department has received a new protection class rating of 5.  This is down from the previous 7.  This new rating will decrease insurance rates in the city.

RV PARK:  The last site needs to have the paving done.  Steve will also lengthen the pads on the current sites at the same time.
NEW BUSINESS: Barbara reported that the city auditor has suggested that a loan can be made from the water fund to the sewer fund to finance the lagoon project.  Barbara will provide more information at the next council meeting.

A sewer rate increase was discussed.  It will be necessary to increase the sewer rates to repay a loan from the water fund and also to develop a reserve for future projects.  Barbara will provide information on a public hearing on the rate increase at the next meeting.

A letter from Brocke & Sons outlining the property line at their new building was discussed.   They would like the City to sign a quit claim deed as the building is sitting on the property line near the lagoons.  Steve will inspect the area and report back to the council if there would be any problems with the city easements.

A request from the Juliaetta Blackberry festival for a donation was discussed.  The council agreed that no contribution would be made. 

A letter from Dan Leonard asking for relief from the March water billing due to a unforeseen water leak during the winter months when the meters were not read.  Andy moved and Mike seconded to pay one half of the March bill. All were in favor.

A letter from Paul Rush requesting to drill a well on his property to allow the building of 2 homes was discussed.  The council tabled this matter until the next council meeting.  Mike asked Barbara to review the costs of the well the city drilled in the area during the recent water project.  Barbara will present this information at the next meeting.
Donna moved and Andy seconded to adjourn the regular meeting and convene to executive session to discuss a legal matter at 8:30 PM.  All were in favor.
Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to reconvene the regular session and adjourn at 8:47 PM.  All were in favor.
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