MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

May 18, 2010

Mayor Dale Lisher opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. Present were Council members Jeremy Alexander, Mike Morgan, Andrew Tweit, Public Works Director Steve Howerton and City clerk Barbara Brady.  Donna Corkill was not present.

Guests present were Dave McGraw, Val & Rose Norris, Matt Ihmes, Richard Abrams, Cliff Heimgartner, Andrea Masom, Cynthia Nye and Christine Frye of CEDA.
The floor was opened to Christine Frye from CEDA.  Christine explained to the council the purpose of CEDA and how the region benefits from the organization.  She also presented the council with an activity report for Latah County.

The floor was opened to Matt Ihmes who reported on the locust beetle affecting the locust trees in town.  The trees along Wheeler Street are particularly infested.  The tree committee is recommending the city trim all the dead branches from the trees and prepares to spray when the bugs mature in late June.

The minutes from the April 20th meeting were read.  Andy moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the minutes as corrected.  All were in favor.
Disbursements were reviewed.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.

The council discussed with resident Andrea Masom the trees planted on the city right of way in front of her property.  The tree branches hang out into the road and blocks traffic especially in the winter when snow is on the branches causing them to hang in the line of traffic.  This causes considerable problems for the snow plow and turn around.  After considerable discussion Andrea agreed to trim her trees now and again in the fall to help relieve this problem.

Correspondence was reviewed.  The pool will open on June 12th.  Three lifeguards will be returning this year and they will receive a $100 at the end of the season for returning.  Jill Groseclose will be heading a swim team this year.  They will be using the pool for practice.  Dale noted that the pool advisory committee and the life guards will be meeting at the senior center this Thursday.
Dale thanked Steve and Jim for installing the parking bumpers at the senior center.  The city will be sending a bill to the senior center for services and materials.

Dale brought up the possibility of a RV Park attendant for the council to consider.  The attendant would be here on weekends to take care of weekend campers, as well as cleaning the restrooms, monitor the recycling bin and keep the park tidy.  The attendant would have a reduced rate for camping.  This will be brought up at a future meeting for consideration.

Dale requested the council be prepared to discuss the sewer rates at the next council meeting.  Currently the rates are $30; however, DEQ has stated that the rates need to be near the $50 mark before we could be considered for any grants.

MAINTENANCE: Steve noted that the paving on 6th street and Railroad Street has been completed.  The paving of the additional RV spots was not done due to the costs.  It will be considered at a later date. 
The Army Corp of Engineers will be doing their inspection of the levy on Wednesday.  The last report showed a marginally acceptable report.  All brush must be removed.  It cannot be sprayed.

Steve reported that there had been 2 plug ups in the sewer main that required Roto-Rooter for repairs.  One on Front Street and one near the High School.

Steve and Jim are working on the picnic tables for the RV Park.  They will be completed before Locust Blossom. 

CLERK TREASURER’S REPORT:  The financial statements for April were sent to the council with their packets.  Barbara is working on budgets.  The financial report was signed by the finance committee.

PARKS & RECS: Andy reported that the committee is working on repairing cracks along the trail.  The committee made donations to the JK Youth Football program and to the Friends of the Library.
The pool committee will be painting the pool and putting down black lane lines before the pool is filled.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Val reported that a new truck has been purchased to be shared by Juliaetta and Kendrick.  There was a discussion of the barbecue sale the department will be sponsoring during the street dance at Locust Blossom. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: The building code inspector contract was discussed.  The contract with Steve Meshishnek was reviewed and his certificate of insurance has been received.  Mike moved and Andy seconded to approve the contract.  All were in favor.

The subject of a city historian was reviewed.  The council will consider the matter and discuss this at our next council meeting.

NEW BUSINESS: Dale requested the council consider using money from the general fund reserves to purchase a pole building kit for construction of a new maintenance shop.  This will be considered at the next council meeting.

Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to convene to executive session for personnel issues at 9:45 PM.  All were in favor.

Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to reconvene to general session and adjourn at 10:06 PM.  All were in favor. 
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