MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

June 15, 2010

Mayor Dale Lisher opened the meeting at 7:02 pm. Present were Council members Jeremy Alexander, Donna Corkill,  Andrew Tweit, Public Works Director Steve Howerton and City clerk Barbara Brady.  Mike Morgan was not present.

Guests present were Val & Rose Norris, Cynthia Nye and Jim Fey.

Mayor Lisher led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The minutes from the May 18th meeting were read.  Jeremy moved and Andy seconded to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.

Disbursements were reviewed.  Jeremy moved and Donna seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.

Correspondence was reviewed.  Dale stated that the pool is tentatively scheduled to open on June 19th, depending on the weather.  Lifeguards will be there on June 17th to do cleanup.  
Locust Blossom street dance was a great success.   Total amount raised for the fire department barbecue was approx $300 and the beer and cover charges was $1,123.
Dale noted that he has been receiving calls from residents about when they will pay on overdue water bills.  In the future he will refer all calls to the city clerk.

The city wide yard sales will be held on June 19th this year.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT:  Steve reported that the Army Corp of Engineers hired an independent engineering firm to inspect the levy.  He spent a day with them inspecting our levy and reported that they were more thorough than in past years.  There is a spot that needs particular attention.  He will look into possibly getting inmates to help with the cutting of the brush.
Steve reported that the company we purchase the ProOxidizer for the sewer lagoons will be here to inspect the progress of the sludge elimination from their product on June 22nd. 

Steve and Jim Fey reported on the possibility of doing a land application for our wastewater with a blue grass crop.  They have been doing some research on this possibility and Tom Moore of DEQ will be here in July to discuss the possibility of such a project. 

CLERK TREASURER’S REPORT:  Barbara reported that a new bank account was opened for the money received from the Locust Blossom street dance.  This account will be used for fund raisers with the money held until a project for these funds is decided upon.
Barbara also reported that she discussed with the bank the possibility of transferring the funds in the state pool to higher interest bearing accounts with the bank.  The minimum deposit amounts to offset any service charges does not appear to be sufficient to make this worth while at this time.

URBAN FORESTRY: Donna reported that the tree committee had met and they discussed the locust beetle problem.  They are recommending that the city trim the affected trees in Wallace Park.  The committee will pay for the man lift if the city maintenance crew will do the trimming.  The committee will also encourage the citizens to band together and hire a tree trimming company to trim any affected trees on private properties. 
PLANNING & ZONING: The committee will be meeting on June 21st. 

PARKS & RECS: Dale reported that there has been a request to have an instructor teach water aerobics at the pool and there was a question if the city needed to hire the instructor.  Dale reported that the instructor can use the pool for aerobics and the city does not need to hire them. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT: The joint ownership agreement with Juliaetta for the new fire truck was reviewed.  Jeremy moved and Andy seconded to approve signatures on the agreement.  All were in favor.
Val reported on a meeting he attended concerning disaster planning.  They discussed the necessity of and All Hazards Mitigation Plan.
OLD BUSINESS: The subject of a city appointed historian was reviewed.  Jeremy moved and Donna seconded to table this matter for at least six months until more research can be done.  All were in favor.

The subject of a live in RV Park attendant was discussed.  Andy moved and Donna seconded to allow the possibility of an attendant with a reduced rent rate in exchange for certain responsibilities.  Jeremy was opposed.  Motion passed.

The city shop was discussed.  Dale received 2 bids for the pole building kits.  Further discussion will be tabled until the July meeting.

An increase of the water and sewer rates was discussed.   With the 1995 bond to be paid off later this year it was determined that water rates will be sufficient for the next fiscal year.  Sewer rates were discussed and it was felt that sewer rates need to be increased to help offset the increasing expenses related to the lagoons.  Donna moved and Andy seconded to increase the rates 5% at the beginning of the fiscal year.  All were in favor.

A budget workshop meeting was discussed.  The meeting is scheduled for July 27th at 5:00 PM.

Pay increases for the city employees was discussed.  Due to budgeting this year no increases will be given to Barbara and Steve.  Jim Fey will be given a $.75 increase for each water and wastewater certification he receives.  In lieu of the raises for Barbara and Steve they will receive an extra week of vacation to be taken during FY 2011.  Steve can take his at any time because he can be covered by Jim Fey.  Barbara will only be allowed to take this extra time one day at a time and the office can close on these particular days to avoid the expense of a replacement.  Jeremy moved and Andy seconded this proposal.  All were in favor.

Vacation relief for the city clerk was discussed.  It is proposed that city hall close on the 3 weeks vacation allowance for Barbara to avoid the expense of a fill in for this time.  Barbara will be on vacation the week of July 12th and the office will close this week.  Andy moved and Jeremy seconded to approve this proposal.  All were in favor.
Jeremy moved and Donna seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 PM.  All were in favor. 
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