MINUTES

PUBLIC HEARING

AND 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

January 26, 2009

Mayor Dale Lisher opened the meeting at 7:00.  Present were Council members Donna Corkill, Jeremy Alexander, Milt Patterson, Mike Morgan, Public Works Director Steve Howerton, Maintenance helper Jim Fey and City Clerk Barbara Brady.  

Guests present were Walter Steed, Beth Cannon, Lee Cannon, Val Norris, Rose Norris, Jan Patterson, Marylyn Eichner, Carol Haynes, Jana Townsend, Ken Waide, Roger Courtright, Gaetha Pace, Chris Kowrach, Sharon Harris, Frank Dammarell, Bob Ouderkerken, Mike McGee, Della Patterson, Robert Collison, Lloyd Ware, Michael Cook, Frank Heath, Mark Harris and Cynthia Nye.
The floor was opened to Walter Steed who discussed the Handicapped Accessibility and Fair Housing Plans required for the well and water tank project.  Walter reviewed the items outlined and the time frame to complete each item.  The council made a few date changes and the plan was approved.  

The floor was opened to the guests present to discuss the depot.  After a few comments the floor was turned over to the historical committee and Sharon Harris gave a report and has asked that it be included in the minutes.  They are therefore attached.  Sharon reported that the committee has donated 433 hours to this project, written 5 newspaper articles and updated the KJCDA website with this historical information.  Sharon continued with a slide presentation with the goals and plans of the restoration committee.

After the presentation Sharon asked the council to consider several options including, leasing the building to the committee.  She asked for one year to develop a restoration plan and seek funding and 36 months to do the actual restoration.  She asked for a historical designation from the city and immunity from the destruction of the depot during that time.
The floor was opened for comments from the public.  Several issues were brought up including the cost of the foundation, the fact that the second story was removed and the opinion the building has no remaining historical value.  The paint containing lead was also a concern.  The liability to the city after a possible restoration was another concern.  There were several letters of opinion read by guests.

Open discussion was closed and the floor was returned to the council.  Milt stated that he felt most of the negative comments are based on opinions of how the depot is in it’s present state and he felt  that if  the committee is allowed to restore the depot the public opinion would change.  He further stated that this is the first time there has been any significant amount of interest in the restoration and this should be considered.  He also stated that if restored the depot would be a point of interest to the public and would draw economic stimulus to the community.  He felt that the depot could be a home for the KJ Heritage Foundation.
After this discussion Milt made a motion to grant the committee the immunity they are asking and a 3 year lease on the building pending approval from the city attorney.  The motion was not seconded.

Milt asked the other council members for a reason for not granting the lease.  Mike stated that there were several reasons he would not second it including the comments made by the public at this meeting as well as comments received by him prior to the meeting.  He felt that the general public is not in support of the restoration.  He stated that the energy for the restoration is coming from the historical restoration committee only with no positive support from the community.
Jeremy stated that there is no support for the restoration from the original donator of the property to the city.  He stated that the time for restoration has past.
Mike moved to have the depot removed from the site and Jeremy seconded the motion.  A role call vote was taken, Jeremy yes, Mike yes, Donna yes, Milt no.  The motion was carried.  Milt dismissed himself from the remainder of the meeting.

Mike moved to declare the depot building surplus property and Jeremy seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Barbara will report at the next meeting the steps necessary to put the building up for bids.

The minutes from the January 12th meeting were reviewed.  Jeremy moved and Donna seconded to approve the minutes as written.  All were in favor.
Disbursements were reviewed.  Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to approve the disbursements.  All were in favor.

Correspondence was reviewed.  Dale noted that there will be a meeting on February 5th with Michelle Bly from Progressive Engineering to discuss LHTCH grant applications for 2010.

Dale noted that the old water storage tank has been demolished.  He stated that approximately 12,000 gallons a month was being lost from this tank.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT: Steve reported that a letter has been sent to the Kendrick High School about the street changes made during their addition project.  The letter stated that the City would not be responsible for any flood damage done to the school due to these street level changes.  Steve noted that a second letter was sent to the school asking for payment of one half of the costs related to the changes to fix the drainage problem.

CLERK TREASURER:  Barbara reported that the financial reports were done for January.  Also the check register was signed by the finance committee.

PLANNING & ZONING: Mike reported that there was a meeting on January 5th.  There was a question asking if our City ordinance includes a requirement that building sites have highway frontage to eliminate easement requirements for access to the property.  It was determined our ordinance does not have this requirement and planning and zoning will work on amending the ordinance.  They will also develop a checklist for building site requirements.
PARKS & RECS: Rose Norris asked for a report on the pool expenses from last season and the Mayor provided this information.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Jeremy stated that the ISO rating will be done in April.  Rose Norris, Val Norris and Jim Martin will be taking a first responders class to allow them to take the ambulance out.
Val asked the city for reimbursement on expenses paid for computer software for the fire department and welding on chains for the fire truck.  Val also asked for the clerk to order a first responder book using the city credit card.  The council approved.

SWAC: Dale presented an agreement from Latah Sanitation with the annual increase that needs signature.  Donna moved and Mike seconded to approve signing the agreement.  All were in favor.
WATER PROJECT: The project has been completed.
The code book has been reviewed by Donna and forwarded to Milt for review.

A question of liability of the Deobald property across from the new RV sites was asked.  It was determined that a letter needs to be sent.

Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to convene to executive session for personnel issues at 10:25 PM.  All were in favor.
Mike moved and Jeremy seconded to resume the regular meeting and adjourn at 10:30 PM.  All were in favor.
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